A treatment program for functional paraplegia/Munchausen syndrome.
Two patients, referred following lengthy, extensive and frequent medical evaluations, were diagnosed as suffering from chronic factitious disorder with physical symptoms (DSM III). A treatment plan to eliminate the positive reinforcements apparently operating in the hospital and home environment, while preventing "loss of face" of the patient, was formulated and successfully carried out. Two detailed case histories to provide evidence for the diagnosis, the "faradic massage" treatment, patient response, and follow-up are documented.